
Recollections by Edward John Macey 
 
 
 
This part of his life is being guessed at based on the recollections of Ted – who died in 1982 - 
his daughter Merry and Keith Batchelor - Archivist for the HMS Cossack Association. 
 
 
According to Ted’s naval record he joined Cossack on 20 February 1940. Prior to that he 
appeared to be Portsmouth (RN School of Physical Training?) Not showing on his record but 
proved through an official photo and press cuttings he was on HMS York when it met the 
German merchantman ARUCAS in charge of Captain Mohring.  
 
The ARUCAS was a two funnelled German passenger ship owned by Nord-deutscher Lloyd 
and was built in 1927 by Flensburger Schiffsbau-Gesellschaft. 3359 tons and 97.5 X 14. 3 
metres she could reach 12.5 knots.  She was used as a passenger ship used on the Bremen to 
Canary island voyages and could carry 50 first class passengers. 
 
At the start of WWII she was interned at Vigo. In February 1940 she tried to reach home by 
choosing the North Atlantic route via Iceland and then via Norway to Germany. She had a 
cargo of mercury onboard. 
 
On 3 March 1940 she was sighted by the British cruiser HMS York during stormy weather.  
(Force 9) In order to avoid capture the German Captain decided to scuttle his ship and the 
crew took to the lifeboats. Unfortunately 13 drowned. (Ten missing presumed dead and three 
that died after being taken from the sea) The remaining 40 being rescued by YORK. The 
German captain was washed away by the heavy sea as he was being lifted onboard the 
YORK by British sailors who had jumped into the sea. 
 
It is presumed that whilst waiting for LO3 to return from the ALTMARK incident and then 
having to go into dock Ted was loaned to HMS York and so had another adventure added to 
his tally. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
          Ted 
 
 
 
Artificial Respiration being applied to a German Seaman by British sailors. 
Ted is shown in the bottom right hand corner of the photo. Taken from the Illustrated London 
News. Page 632 May 1940 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



HMS Cossack history for the same period. 
 
17 February 1940  Proceeded to Leith, laying alongside the quay at the entrance to the 
Imperial Dock at 1540, in the company of ARETHUSA, SIKH, NUBIAN, IVANHOE, 
INTREPID. Released prisoners, 13 ship’s captains, 286 officers and men, were landed at 
Leith at 1545 being met by the C-in-C Rosyth and civic dignitaries. John Hulme piloted 
Cossack from May Island to Leith’s Imperial Dock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 February 1940 Arrived Rosyth then to Leith 
 

 
 
 
20 February 1940 Docked at Robb’s Shipyard for repairs to bow and side. 
 
23 February 1940  Undocked from the Imperial Dock. (Presumably with Ted onboard!) 

 



 
23 February 1940  COSSACK departed Methil with DELIGHT, DIANA, IMPERIAL, 
NUBIAN and SIKH to escort convoy ON 15 consisting of 2 British, 20 Norwegian, 6 
Swedish, 3 Danish, 6 Finnish and 3 Estonian ships. They were joined by AURORA, 
CALCUTTA and PENELOPE. 
 


