Robinson. Kenneth
Ordinary Seaman  P/SSX32494. 
Joined the Royal Navy 2 August 1939 as an Ordinary Seaman at HMS VICTORY.

Onboard HMS Cossack   3 February 1940 to August 1941. Member of 7 Mess. Port Watch  / Quarterdeck Division.  
Action Station - Loader X Gun.
At BISMARCK action, 2nd Battle of Narvik, Altmark Incident 
Such a short description of what he did in order that we might enjoy our freedom today.

But let us look at his 18 months in HMS Cossack - it covers 47 pages out of the total of 74 pages of history of the ship.

His first incident three days after arriving onboard was a hunt for a submarine. Whilst two days later the ship was attacked on route to escort Convoy HN 10B from Bergan to Scotland.  In Ken’s own words “Attacked by two aircraft. One bomb exploded about 50 yards astern”.  On the way back from Norway they attacked a submarine off Aberdeen.

On 13 February  - 9 days after joining the ship he was involved in the hunt for the German prison ship Altmark with 299 merchant navy prisoners onboard.   Having been on a small fishing boat in daylight with Ken as we followed the route COSSACK took  into Jossingfjord I can tell you it must have been quite a nerve racking to do so in darkness especially for a seaman just carrying out orders and trusting that those above knew what they were doing! 
Between the 23 February and 22 March the ship escorted seven convoys with reports of aircraft and submarine attacks.  

Then in April came the 2nd Battle of Narvik where two torpedoes passed under the ship.  Cossack was hit 8 times and went aground opposite the town.  There she lay for 12 hours before being floated off by the tide.  The ship made its way to Skjelfjord in the Lofoten Islands where the local population assisted in the repairs and finally returned to the UK 20 days later.

In June 1940 Cossack left Greenock at 2330 to escort HMS EMERALD carrying £130 million worth of bullion en route to USA / Canada.  Unfortunately rough seas meant Cossack had to turn back.

July 6th  saw Ken off Denmark to pick up three shot down airmen. 

16 July it was back to Denmark to look for German ships

August meant more convoy escorting followed by a rest whilst the ship was in dock for repairs.

October the ship back at sea and was hit in the stern by a single shell whilst attacking a German convoy. This was the month that Cossack was hit by its own torpedo!  Fortunately the only damage was to the rudder.

During November 1940 it was cold work stationed between Iceland and the Faroe Islands.  A Maltese Steward was washed overboard and lost.  Another seaman went the same way but was washed back on board.

From then until April 1940 it was convoy work and mine laying escort work working from Scotland out to Iceland and back.

The beginning of May brought them south to patrol the English channel followed by escorting of convoys from Gibraltar to the UK (It shows their Lordships at the Admiralty did have some heart by giving them a break from the intense cold!)

This was interrupted by the BISMARK putting to sea and Ken was there doing his bit alongside my father who was also in X turret.  It was then back to convoy escort duty with June showing that the ship sunk a submarine on 7 June.

July was the month of the convoy escort duty from Gibraltar to Malta. To say it was lively was certainly an underestimate.  Apart from almost continuous air attack they were harassed by Italian motor torpedo boats.  This led on one occasion of a torpedo passing close to the stern of COSSACK and another passing under the bows of the ship.

August saw the ship back in the Clyde.

During late August Ken was loading ammunition and one of the heavy cases slipped and he broke his arm.  This meant he was not onboard when Cossack was torpedoed in the Atlantic in October with most of the crew killed or missing.  On a personal note my father survived which is the reason I am able to stand before you to day.

Other ships
1.4. 40 made Able Seaman.    

27.8.41 HMS VICTORY
In hospital with broken arm late September 1941

25.2.42 HMS EAGLET.  
18.9.43 HMS VICTORY 
1.12.43 HMS SOUTHERN PRINCE (Minelayer).  
27.9.44  HMS VICTORY.     
4.11.44  HMS AGGRESSIVE (Newhaven  Shore base costal forces). 
 9.4.45  HMS VICTORY.      
16.4.45 HMS MAYINA. (joint forces transit camp at Colombo, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). 
27.5.45 HMS HAITAN.    (base ship, Calcutta).
31.1.46 VICTORY.  
9.4.46 St. VINCENT. 
Left the RN 1.3. 1947.   Short Service expired 

What else do I know about Ken?

He had a cat called Harry.  I learnt all about Harry every time we met and so did the Norwegians he met!

He was proud and he was independent.  My wife and I were supposed to be looking after Ken during the visit to the Lofoten Islands but I am sure it was the other way round!  He flew to Oslo on his own and then changed for a plane to Narvik where we collected him from the airport. He insisted on carrying his own luggage and even tried to help with ours!

He may have been an Able Seaman and I may have had two and half rings on my sleeve but I was not inclined to argue with him!
In Narvik we visited the War Museum to swop archives but as soon as the other visitors realised who he was and his involvement in the second Battle of Narvik he was surrounded by people asking questions and taking photos. In the end we had to gently usher him away or he would have been there all day such was his patience

It was in Skjelfjord that Ken again showed what great patience he had.  A visit to the local school was supposed to be for an hour at the most.  Three hours later he was still patiently answering the children’s questions.  It was the same with the press and the locals during the unveiling of the memorial stone.  In the end we had to rescue him as we could see he was getting tired.  But did he complain. No.  
It has been a great privilege to know such a man, a person who put others before himself.
He may have passed over the bar but he will not be forgotten.

As they say in Norway
Tousan Tak - A thousand thanks
