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IVOR  DEAN (1916 – 1988)

Born at Corfe Mullen, Dorset on 25 March, the seventh child of Frank and Mabel Dean. He joined the navy during the war, was stationed at HMS Arthur shorebase at Portsmouth and on HMS Cossack when it sank in the North Sea with more than half the crew lost. The French corvette that rescued him was also torpedoed. He saw a great deal of action but was always reluctant to talk about it. However in 1994 his widow Joyce, sorting through family papers prior to moving house, discovered a photograph of HMS Cossack and Ivor's handwritten notes on the back. Cossack was commissioned in 1938, 'one of the best destroyers ever built', he wrote. It was of the Tribal class, had a top speed of 34 knots and a complement of 274. In October 1942 it was sunk by torpedo while leading a convoy escort between Gibraltar and the Azores, and 174 officers and ratings were lost. 'I was leading stoker on board at the time. It was quite an unpleasant night for all concerned' he wrote, perhaps with a degree of  understatement.

According to Cossack's operational history, it was a Tribal class destroyer of 1870 tons, built by Vickers Armstrong on Tyneside and launched on 8 June 1937, commissioned on 7 June 1938 as divisional leader, 1st Destroyer Flotilla, Mediterranean and in 1939 operated from Rosyth in Scotland. On 16 February 1940 it intercepted and searched the German tanker Altmark, liberating 300 prisoners. In April that year it was involved in the second Battle of Narvik, mopping up German forces in that Norwegian harbour and on the night of 13/14 October 1940 intercepted a convoy off Egero Light. In March 1941 it helped to screen the Home Fleet in the search for the Scharnhorst and Geneisau, on 26 May it harassed the famous Bismarck into the range of King George V and Rodney, sustaining two casualties aboard Cossack.   July 1941 was spent escorting Mediterranean convoys. On the 23 October 1941 at 2337 hours it was escorting convoy HG75 from Gibraltar, at reference 35.12N, 08.17W when it was hit by a torpedo from U-boat 563 with great loss of life. Attempts were made to take Cossack under tow but at 1043 hours on 27 October 1941 she sank. Of the 16 Tribal class destroyers built between 1936 and 1939, 12 were lost during the war. Each would carry a complement of 190 to 22o men. (Source; Warship Losses of WW2, David Brown 1995. Also Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth).
 In April 1944 while stationed at Devonport, Ivor and all available men were rushed to Torcross in Devon when a mock D-Day invasion exercise was spotted and destroyed by German submarines. Some 3,000 residents of farms and villages along the south Devon coast had been ejected during the winter and not allowed to return for a year. The area was taken over by thousands of US military.  Operation Tiger was a short movement by sea under the US Navy. The US Army 4th Division was disembarked at Slapton Sands, a beach assault and a rapid advance inland was carried out in circumstances as similar as intelligence reports suggested would be faced on D-Day when the same divisions would attack Utah beach on the coast of Normandy, France.  Generals Eisenhower, Montgomery and Air Marshall Tedder watched the progress from different ships. A follow-up assault was to be made on the morning of 28 April 1944 by a convoy of Tank Landing Ships (LST's). The convoy stretched 3 miles and was spotted by German E-boats from a special patrol base at Cherbourg, attacked in Lyme Bay, several were set alight and three sunk. Four of the surviving LST's managed to reach Chesil Cove, Portland, where casualties were treated at the British Naval Hospital. Other casualties were picked up at various locations and taken to hospitals at Blandford and Sherborne. In all 749 US soldiers were killed and Ivor was involved in recovering and burying the bodies in mass, unmarked graves. Years later he told brother Harold that it was the first time that he had seen black people and the large numbers, both among the dead and survivors, left a lasting impression. By the next morning all traces of the disaster had been removed and the government propaganda machine said that a German fleet had been repelled out at sea by pouring oil on the water and setting fire to it. In fact this was US ships burning. The concern was whether the Germans had learned of the preparations for D-Day or had just stumbled on the convoy on a routine patrol. It was decided that it was just a coincidence and the D-Day landings off Normandy on the 6 June 1944 were highly successful, in no small part because of the lessons learned from Operation Tiger.
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