Early life
 
Henry Joseph Springall, 1902 – 1941 was born to Agnes and Thomas James Springall, in Bermondsey, London, UK.    He had two step sisters, - Bertha Winkley the eldest, Jessie Winkley,  second eldest.  A brother, Thomas James Springall, a sister, Margaret May Springall.  Henry was the youngest son. All deceased.   He had a very happy childhood and better off than most families of that time.  His mother was a money lender his father worked in the market in Spitalfields.    He always told the story of having to clean the silver before being allowed to go out.

 

He applied to join the Navy in first world war, He was rejected - being too young to be accepted for service.  He felt he had to do something towards helping his country so he blew whistles to alert the public the air raid was over and safe to continue with their work or routine etc., 

 

During peace time, he became a Naval Reserve sailor, sailed on many ships which took him to many countries around the world.  He served a month or two every year as a Naval Reservist,

 

His base being Portsmouth.  He had completed 22 years all but three months at the time of his death.  This of course affected his gratuity. The government stopped payment for the three months not served.  Unbelievable!

 

His education was of the times in a Bermondsey  School.  On leaving school he worked as a livery man.

 

Personnel Life
 
He married Alice Louise Newman in 1924. Born in Bermondsey. There were two daughters from the marriage.  Joyce Irene, 1926, (still living).  Born in Bethnal Green, London, Now lives in Kent. 

 

Maureen Ann, 1932 (still living). Born in Bethnal Green, London. Now lives in Virginia, U.S.A.

 

Alice never remarried.  She passed away November, 1993.  They had known each other since very young childhood.

 

Henry’s occupation was as foreman at a local dairy and was highly thought of.

 

War was declared in 1939, he was one of the first to be called for Naval duties.  His ship HMS Effingham hit an unchartered rock off the coast of Norway where he spent three months battling German attacks.  He was transferred to the HMS Cossack which proved fatal for him.  He had no faith in his Captain.  On his last leave, his left behind his watch.  He said he would not 

 

need it.  Was this some kind of omen?  The HMS Cossack was torpedoed, October 1941.  Henry Joseph Springall, lst Class Stoker was picked up by the HMS Legion his body badly burnt.  He was rushed to Ponta Delgada where he died of pneumonia and multiple burns October 1941.  He lies in the Protestant Cemetery, Ponta Delgada, the Azores, alongside a young 19 year old Able Seaman Reginald Thomas Gradin Wallace, HMS Cossack.  

 

Unfortunately, the British War Graves Commission do not keep the graves in a condition befitting the heroes that paid the ultimate price for their country.

 

