From Mr S J SPEAR, Naval Secretary (Honours and Awards) SO1
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Dear Mr Kilbride, 
Thank you for your recent enquiry about your late grandfather, Dominick SPITERI who served in the Royal Navy during the Second World War.  A copy of your enquiry has been passed to the office of the Naval Secretary who has responsibility for Honours & Awards granted to Royal Navy personnel and I have been asked to reply to you direct about his decoration.  Other colleagues will reply to you separately about his service records.  
Admiralty Honours & Awards records confirm that Dominick SPITERI was awarded a Mention in Despatches (MiD) in 1940, in recognition of his service in the 1937 destroyer, HMS COSSACK following the ALTMARK incident.  His name was amongst those announced in the London Gazette on 12 April 1940 (Supplement to the London Gazette dated 9 April 1940), LG No 34827 (pp 2137-2138), page 2138, for which the citation reads:
“Mention in Despatches.

Petty Officer Cook Dominick Spiteri, HMS Cossack.

for cheerful and ready work in caring for and feeding 55 Officers, prisoners released from Altmark”
Personnel who were granted a Mention in Despatches were presented with an oak-leaf emblem to denote the award.  Originally worn direct on the jacket where medals would be worn, the emblem was intended to be placed on the ribbon of the War Medal 1939-45 once this Medal had been instituted after the War.  Dominick SPITERI’s emblems were sent for presentation in August 1944.
Under the provisions of Public Records legislation, the individual papers relating to Second World War naval Honours and Awards are no longer retained by the Ministry of Defence and details of why Dominick SPITERI was recommended for recognition are not available to this office.  Those W.W.II Admiralty Honours & Awards records that survived the passage of time were deposited in the National Archives (formerly the Public Record Office) at Kew many years ago.  

The records do not indicate the reference of the contemporary Admiralty file on which the recommendations for Dominick SPITERI and his colleagues
 were placed but it appears to have been ‘Admiralty 967/1940’.  This file was selected for permanent preservation and transfer to Kew where it is now available for examination under the reference, ADM 1/10829: “Boarding of German Armed Auxiliary ALTMARK: awards to personnel of HMS COSSACK”.  See also ‘Admiralty 968/1940’, now also available at Kew under the reference, ADM 1/10830: “ALTMARK Incident: awards of Royal Humane Society’s testimonial and bronze medal to members of crew of HMS COSSACK.”    
Without examining records that are now at Kew it is not possible to advise whether they might contain individual recommendations or merely lists of personnel recommended for, or selected to receive awards.  Where individual recommendations are still available, it has often been found that these are quite brief and contain very little information.  

This office does not have the facilities to undertake research into contemporary Admiralty records that are now available at Kew, nor can the National Archives carry out research on behalf of the public.  Visitors to Kew may, however, consult records free of charge, and make photocopies of documents.  For those who are unable to visit the National Archives in person, Kew can provide a list of researchers who specialise in naval research, usually for a fee.  
The National Archives may be contacted at the following address:


The National Archives


Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU

Tel: 020 8876 3444.  Web site: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
Copies of the London Gazette are also available at Kew, or on the London Gazette web-site: www.gazettes-online.co.uk.
If visiting Kew for the first time, or sending a representative, two forms of acceptable identity, i.e. proof of name with valid signature, proof of address, and photographic ID, e.g. driving licence, banker’s card, utility bill etc., will be required.  Readers who are not citizens of the UK or Eire will be required to present a passport as proof of identity.  The National Archives recommends that first time visitors should contact the Archives by telephone or by visiting their web-site before travelling to Kew.  

Information about HMS COSSACK, the Altmark Incident, and other ships and units, in which Dominick SPITERI is known to have served, might be available in published accounts of the Royal Navy during the Second World War
, or by searching the Internet, particularly for ships’ names.   
I am sorry that obtaining copies of official Admiralty records relating to your grandfather’s Mention in Despatches is not straightforward but I hope the above has been helpful in explaining a little more about his distinguished naval service.    

Yours sincerely,
S J Spear
� Personnel serving in HMS COSSACK were awarded two Distinguished Service Order (DSO), two Distinguished Service Crosses (DSC), eight Distinguished Service Medal (DSM) and for MiD, in recognition of their service during the ALTMARK incident. 


� For example, “Hunt the Altmark”, R Wiggan, 1987, paperback 1990






