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From …THE SENIOR MEDICAL OFFICER, H.M.S. WARSPITE.

Date…25th, April, 1940.

To…..THE FLEET MEDICAL OFFICER.

__________________________________________________

Wounded received in “Warspite” after Narvik Action 13/4/40.

___________________________________________________


“Warspite” had no casualties after the action but on 14/4/40 about 0200 wounded from destroyers were transferred for treatment.


Unfortunately the blast of A & B 15” guns had completely wrecked the Warspite’s Sick Bay so that it was impossible to use it.


The boy’s mess deck and the Forecastle mess deck were converted into a temporary hospital, all tables and stools removed and army pattern stretchers with mattresses laid out for the wounded.


The Fore Medical Flat was used as an operating theatre.


In all 59 casualties were received from Cossack, Punjabi, Eskimo, Foxhound and Forester.


Even the minor wounded cases were suffering from shock, while among the seriously wounded shock was profound.


The destroyers concerned came alongside and the patients were placed in Army type stretchers, from Warspite, before being transferred on board. 
This allowed of cases being laid out on the mess decks without any further disturbance, and of said anti shock remedies being given at once.


Of the 59 wounded one was dead when brought on board, and four others died soon after.
