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102ND BIRTHDAY

w1onyearsold, Thomas
Victor Hyom says he’s
already sethisnextgoal
reaching 110.
Celebratinghismile-
stonebirthdayon April22.at Wel-
lington Vale Care Home, Denmead,
MrHyom recalls howhe grew upin
Widley Road, Stamshaw, with his
five older brothers.
At16, Thomas, knownas'1
joined the Royal Navyat HMS
cent, Gosport.
Hehad along and success-
ful 3a-year career at seareaching
therankof Master-at-arms, dur-

ingwhich he servedin the Second
World War aboard HMS Cossackas
aLeadingSeamanat thesecond Bat-
tle of Narvik. Hewasflash blinded
buthissight wasgradually re
Tom wasawarded the Arctic Star.

Tommet hisfuture wife Alicein
Londonwhile onleavein1939. They
‘marriedin1940and were nsepa-
rablefor 61yearsuntilher deathin
2001, The Hyoms travelled exten-
sivelytogether, especiallyon cruise
ships.

Uponleaving the navy, Tomover-
sawthebuildingand security of the
Arndale Centrein Nottingham, the
second biggest shopping complexin
thecountryat thetime.

Hewent ontomanage the com-
plexfor10years beforemovingto

Dorset where hemanaged Poole's
Arndale Centre until hisretirement
in

1983.

‘Alongsidehis love for cruising,
Tom wasalsoan avid carpenterand
hada passion for Pompey whichstill
existstoday.

Wellington Vale ensured Tom
hadagreat birthday and included
his daughter Maureen and son-in-
law Bob Dunkley, who alsolivein
Denmead, in the celebrationsvia
video call. They were able towatch
him open his presents, cards and
home-madebirthday cakes.

‘Whenasked about the most im-
portantlesson he haslearned in his
life, great-grandfather Tom smiles
and says: You should trytomake.
friendswith everybody?
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