Story of the 'Altmark's' Five-Month Voyage
From the Log kept by - Able Seaman  J Swaby.. SS NEWTON BEACH

Oct. 5. - Crew of 34 captured by "Admiral Graf Spee".
Oct. 7. - S.S. "Ashlea" caught and sunk. Crew of 35 put aboard.
Oct. 8. - "Newton Beach" sunk. Both crews put aboard "Graf Spee".
Oct. 10. - S.S. "Huntsman" caught.
Oct. 17. - S.S. "Huntsman" sunk and crew of 84 put aboard tanker.
Oct. 18. - "Newton Beach" and "Ashlea" crews put aboard tanker and find she is "Altmark" of Hamburg.
Oct. 21. - M.V. "Trevanion" sunk. Crew aboard "Graf Spee".
Oct. 28. - "Graf Spee" bunkered by tanker, and crew of "Trevanion" put aboard. Total prisoners, 186."
Nov. 28. - "Graf Spee" back. Stored and took aboard captains, first and second mates, chiefs and seconds.
Dec. 6. - "Graf Spee" back with crews. 150 from "Doric Star" and "Tairoa", sunk on Dec. 1 and 3. Total prisoners aboard now more than 300.
Dec. 16. - Name of tanker changed to "Haugsund".
Dec. 17. - Ship painted grey. Name changed to "Chirqueue".
Jan. 22. - Left on mad run up north on zigzag course.
Feb. 14. - Made Norse port. Believe Bergen. Our look-out very small hole, vision limited. Attempt break out. Failed.
Feb. 15. - Left port. Stopped by Norwegian destroyers. No search of ship. Made all the noise possible whistling and sending out S O S calls on officers' whistles.
Feb. 16. - Bread and water for attempts to escape. Tea-time our look-outs believe we have been stopped by one of our 'planes. Still battened down. Waiting daylight to see what happens.
An hour later Seaman Swaby and his companions were aboard the COSSACK

