STANLEY HILTON (1923 – 1941)
Stanley was born on the 10th July 1923 in Woolley, West Riding of Yorkshire the eighth child of William Squires Hilton and Eliza Jane Briggs. In all the couple had eleven children,  with one dying at birth. His father was a Master Plumber and Central Heating Engineer and for a long time worked and lived at Woolley Hall a large estate now a conference centre and gold club. Stanley attended Woolley Village School as soon as he was old enough.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When Stanley was young the family moved to the nearby village of Crigglestone after his father set up in business on his own account. Of the ten surviving members of the family there were seven girls and just three boys. The eldest, William, then Stanley, then Reginald. William lived to the ripe old age of 99 while Reginald is still going strong at 88. 
According to his brother Reg, Stanley was a bit of a daredevil and was an excellent cricketer, having played for the village team at the age of 15, and an excellent footballer having had a trial for Ipswich town.
Unfortunately, according to Reg, Stanley was a bit disorganised and after HMS Ganges, was supposed to be joining a battleship at Greenock in 1941, but was late in arriving and the ship had sailed. He was then re-allocated to HMS Cossack where he was a pom-pom gunner and the rest is history.



