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From Molly Dehais  lives Grasse near Cannes
Peter Beach

 My three brothers Charles, Gordon and Peter

Charlie went down on the submarine THAMES. He was on his honeymoon in Scotland and after two days of being married he was called to replace a naval rating (taken off of the submarine for suspected sabotage). After the war Peter went to the Admiralty in Whitehall to try and find out what had exactly happened to the THAMES. He was given little information. We had been informed that the submarine was about to enter(Scapa Flow?) and was bombed by an aircraft (some said our own aircraft as the THAMES failed to signal quickly enough. In later years my son Antoine checked on his computer and it appears the THAMES was sunk off of the coast of Norway. 

My second brother Gordon as also decorated with the DSM. And Peter my third brother you have so kindly come up with details of his young years. They became Chief Petty Officers refusing officer commissions after the war. Gordon retired on Hayling Island and was so fascinated with the sea that with his wife they went 25 times on the QE 2 (having no children to spend their money on...) Peter worked with an American company I think it was in Los A.  He died [peacefully in front of his television watching his favourite soap "Waiting for God" He was 72 really young. Gordon died 82 yrs of age . I miss them both. I go to England often having spent most of my life in France. My husband died 7 years ago. I have three children and 5 grandchildren
 Peter: Iwas the youngest of five and remember one winter day with ice on the roads, during the war years we had a naval camp nearby and a young naval rating slipped on the ice (this in Havant Hampshire) , he had injured his leg and my mother took him into the house to bandage his leg. He looked at the photo of Peter on the mantelpiece and said to my mother “Thats Lofty Beach - I was on the Cossack with him” and he continued “did you know he saved at least two ratings (they couldn’t swim) putting them on his back”.  This we had not heard of before. After we knew COSSACK had been sunk with possibly no survivors and for weeks we had no news. My parents having lost Charlie on the THAMES were very distressed until one night very late someone knocked on the back door and as we often had enemy planes coming down in the fields around my father was wary about opening the door. When he did so a voice said  Its me Dad and there was Peter dressed in all sorts of bits of uniforms naval/ army,,,, And how Happy we were to see him. best regards Molly Dehais 
Anyway, my father's number was indeed JX 143282 Edward John Macey, DOB 25.06.1919. I have a copy of his service records, which show 'leading seaman' from July 1940 (acting previously). I thought that his post was through until at least April 1941 when he was posted to'Rooke' - I don't know what / where this was. 

HMS CARNATION took the survivors back to Gibraltar and they subsequently returned to the UK in HMS RODNEY.   Attached is a photograph of some of the survivors which was taken at Gibraltar and includes your uncle.   He is 2nd from the left.
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