S/M Henry Gordon Locke

To his family he was known as Gordon, to us in the Cossack Association as Gary, to his submariner shipmates as Bob (presumably after Bobby Locke the golfer) and to others as Joe (after the singer Josef Locke).   To all who knew him, by whatever name, he was a thoroughly nice person and a great shipmate.

Gary, who died on Tuesday 9th September, was cremated at the Isle of Wight Crematorium on Tuesday 16th September.   The funeral service was held at the crematorium and there must have been 100-150 there to pay their last respects, many of them from the various associations to which he belonged.   Among these were the Cossack Association, the Submariners' Association, the Theseus Association and the Burma Star Association.

Alan Edinborough (Vice President), Brian Hibbert (Standard Bearer) and Peter Harrison attended and passed on the Association's condolences and sympathies to members of Gary's family, including his two daughters and son.   The standards of the Cossack Association and the Submariners' Association participated in the service and our White Ensign covered the coffin.

Gary was born in 1919 on the Isle of Wight and, on leaving school, started work as a farm labourer but soon left that to become a footman.   He joined the Royal Navy as a Stoker 2nd Class in November 1937 and after training was drafted to Cossack on 9th June 1938.   He served in Cossack until 30th June 1940, through the Altmark incident and the 2nd Battle of Narvik.   After 11 months, now a Stoker 1st Class, during which time he served short periods in other ships including the Cyclamen and the Petunia, he re-joined Cossack on 2nd March 1941.   He left Cossack again on 30th August 1941.

Gary volunteered for submarines in May 1942 and subsequently served in a succession of them including Trenchant, Thresher, Selene, Upshot, Thule, Token and Astute until completing his 12 years Continuous Service engagement in December 1949.   He was Mentioned in Despatches in October 1945 (during his service in Thule).

Gary re-joined the Navy to complete time for pension on 24th April 1950.   He then served in Theseus during the Korean War and later in Diligence, Recruit, Striker and Puma before going to pension in March 1960.

With the help of his wife Jean he then started a Taxi service in Ryde, Isle of Wight and at a later date started a catering business.   Gary joined the Cossack Association on its formation in 1990 and was elected to the post of Vice President, remaining in that position until the year 1999 when resigned because of ill health and difficulties with travelling from the island.   Gary and Jean had attended all our reunions up to that date but in the following year he lost wife Jean to cancer and with his own health deteriorating, he came to his last reunion with is in 2001 accompanied by his granddaughter. 

Gary's death was very sudden.   Within two weeks of having been diagnosed with cancer he slipped away and died peacefully with his family around him. 

