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Launched 1937: HMS PUNJABI
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HMS PUNJABI 



built by Scotts Greenock,
Yard No 569 



Last Name: PUNJABI
Propulsion: 2 shaft Parsons geared turbines, 3 Admiralty 3-drum boilers, oil, 44,000shp giving 36.25 knots 
Launched: Saturday, 18/12/1937
Built: 1939
Ship Type: Destroyer
Tonnage: 1870 disp
Length: 377 feet
Breadth: 36 feet
Draught: 9 feet
Owner History:
Royal Navy
Status: Sunk - 01/05/1942

Remarks: HMS Punjabi Destroyer, Tribal Class 
L21, G21 1854t standard; 2519t deep load 377ft oa x 36ft 6in x 13ft mean deep load 8 x 4.7in/45 QF Mk XII (4 x 2), 4 x 2pdr pompom (1 x 4), 4 x 21in TT (1 x 4) DCs 30 Crew 190
250 Delivered: 29/03/39 On completion she joined the Home Fleet, 6 DF, and stayed throughout her career. On the outbreak of WW2 the Flotilla patrolled the North Atlantic. 2/12/1939 collided with the coaster Lairdscrest off Holy Island 29/2/1940 repairs and degaussing completed at Stephen's Govan Yard. She then took part in the Norwegian Campaign. During the Second Battle of Narvik she was badly damaged by six shells, and had temporary repairs at Skjelfjord,  (Arrived at 1406 -15 April 1940 Took on oil from RFA British Lady and proceeded to sea for half an hour to commit  her dead  to the sea.)  followed by full repairs and refit at Devonport. 12/6/1940 works completed, including a dual 4in gun for X turret. Soon followed by evacuation of two sets of troops from St Nazaire. 14/3
3/5/41 refit at Rosyth, with new radar, followed by an abortive hunt for Bismark and then escorting Force K to Spitzbergen. 1/12/1941
30/1/1942 refit at Palmer's Yarrow Yard and return to Home Fleet duties with Russian Convoys. 1/5/1942 while escorting convoy PQ
15 out of Hvalfjord they met patches of fog, and while trying to close with the fleet she lost contact. HMS King George V suddenly crashed into Punjabi's port side just abaft the engine room and went through her like a butter knife at 25 knots. Punjabi's stern sank almost immediately. Her ready
use depth charges detonated, bucking the battleship's sides below the waterline and causing severe injuries to the survivors. Fortunately, Punjabi's forepart sunk quite slowly thus allowing 169 people to be saved by HMS Martin and HMS Marne. One officer and 52 ratings were lost. 
Additional data by Tom Carryette 
Previous update by Paul Strathdee 
Previous update by Paul Strathdee 
Photo supplied by 

Last updated: by Stuart Cameron from the original records by Stuart Cameron
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