Captain Edward Lyon BERTHON DSO,DSC and Bar – Biography-1 Wrong photo
	     Edward Lyon Berthon was born the 15th of September 1894, in Demerera, British Guiana. He entered the Royal Navy the 15th of September 1907, as a cadet. Promoted lieutenant on the 15th of September 1916 he served in HMS Sirius (destroyer), HMS Vindictive (cruiser) and HMS Thunderer (battleship).Promoted Lieutenant-commander on the 15th of September 1924. From 1925 to 1929, he had successive commands of the destroyers HMS Viceroy (Mediterranean), HMS Wivern (China) and HMS Wild Swan (Mediterranean), before being promoted Commander on 31 December 1929. During the years 1931 to 1933, he served in New Zealand as Officer in charge of the HMNZS Philomel.From 1934 to 1937, he had command of destroyers HMS Crusader (Home fleet) and HMS Winchester (Portsmouth). 
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     He was promoted captain on the 30 of June 1937. In 1938, he followed a senior officers technical course in Portsmouth and a war course in Greenwich. He was then appointed as Officer in charge of the Royal Navy base in Colombo (HMS Norfolk II), until April 1940. On the 27th of May 1940, he was appointed in command of destroyer HMS Keith, to replace Captain David James Robert Simson, killed the 23rd of May in the harbour of Boulogne-sur-Mer.
     The 30th of May, the HMS Keith left Dover at 17.32, by the X route, for Dunkirk. “We found ourselves escorting a gaggle of Thames tugs, motor launches, motor lighters, with long tows of yachts. Soon, it was quite obvious where Dunkirk was. Huge clouds of black smoke obscured the coast and the rolling thunder of gunfire drowned out the throbbing sound of our engines”. At 19.59, the Keith entered Dunkirk harbour and secured alongside eastern arm. She had to slip to search for Rear-Admiral Wake-Walker. At 20.50, she re-entered Dunkirk harbour and she embarked 992 soldiers in 30 minutes ; she went back to Dover at 00.45 the 31st (in 3 hours) to disembark them. At 03.05, she proceeded and stopped off Bray-Dunes at 06.08. Rear-Admiral Wake-Walker and his staff embarked at 6.45, to coordinate the operations at sea during all day, passing orders, marshalling boats, off successively La Panne, Dunkirk, Bray-Dunes, La Panne, Rosendael, and finally La Panne. The Keith was also providing a wireless link to the operational headquarters at Dover. Between 19.08 and 20.16, the HMS Keith embarked the army staff officers. She then proceeded off Dunkirk, Bray-Dunes and La Panne, embarking Lord Gort at 24.00.
      The 1st of June, at 03.04, Lord Gort and General Leese embarked in MA/SB 6, to gain Dover. The HMS Keith had not one single round of H.A. ammunition left, and Captain Berthon begged Rear-Admiral Wake-Walker to let them to take a board of troops to Dover and to get there more ammunition, but he refused. From 07.37, the HMS Keith received numerous dive bomb attacks, was hit in n°2 boiler room, started to list to port and anchored. Rear-Admiral Wake-Walker and his staff were transferred to MTB 102, to proceed to Dunkirk and then Dover. After further dive bomb attacks, the Keith was settling and Captain Berthon ordered abandon ship at 8.30. He embarked aboard tug St Abbs, with a few men, while other officers and ratings were rescued by the tug Vincia (who rescued 1 officer, 83 ratings and 10 members of the army staff officers), skoot Hilda (who rescued 2 officers and 20 ratings), minesweepers Salamander (who kept 7 ratings) and Skipjack. From tug St Abbs, Captain Berthon sent signals to destroyer HMS Basilisk (Captain Maxwell Richmond), asking to sink Keith. But he was desperately sorry to see that the Basilisk was also attacked by dive bombers, hit by several bombs, caught on fire, and rendered immobile : “It looked just awful from us, with the Basilisk smothered with black explosions and so far as I thought all men must have been killed ; these cordite fires looked wicked.” [At the same time, the minesweeper Skipjack was attacked by 10 Junkers 88, hit by 2 bombs and she sank in 20 minutes]. At 9.00, the tug St Abbs sailed for the Dunkirk’s harbour, with 130 ratings and soldiers on board ; 30 minutes later, she was blown up by bombs and sank in 45 seconds [while the HMS Keith was sunk in a salvo of bombs]. With 30 others, Captain Berthon found himself swimming in the water, where they were still bombed and machine-gunned. He was suffering from bad bruising of one hip and one leg, and had an awful job to reach the wreck of cargo Clan MacAllister (sunk the 29th of May), along with 3 officers (Lieutenants  Charles Adams and R.Highes and another) and 13 ratings (among them : leading telegraphist Ernest John Beeley, gunner Ian Nethercoot, leading seaman Joplin). He lay there half dead to be bombed again. Around 11.00, the motor lighter YC 63 came alongside the Clan MacAlister and took the 17 survivors of the Keith. The 2nd of June at 02.00, the engine of the YC 63 broke down, and she was taken in tow by the tug Sun XI, to reach Dover at 07.00. Captain Berthon was sent to hospital, to be treated for few days. [Three officers and 33 ratings of the HMS Keith were lost].
     The 10th of July 1941, Captain Berthon was appointed in command of the Tribal Class destroyer HMS Cossack, which was torpedoed by German submarine U-563 in North Atlantic the 23rd of October 1941, while escorting a convoy from Gibraltar to the United Kingdom. Captain Berthon died with 158 officers and men of the crew. All Tribal Class destroyers (with a total crew of 3300 men) had been adopted in 1939 by a wealthy American couple, Mrs May Hanrahan and Captain David Carlisle Hanrahan. They spent £50.000 to provide comforts to these crews during the war. And Mrs Hanrahan sent a cable to Mrs E.L. Berthon to give her “Hearfelt sympathy to you and to the families of my adopted children of the sea in HMS Cossack, who have given their lives for their country”.
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