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FOUR LOCAL

MEN ON

‘THE COSSACK”

Two Safe, Two Lost

Four Eastbourne men were serving Om
he famous destroyer, H.M.S. Cossack-
“wo of them are among the survivors and
wo were lost.

The two who lost their lives were, A.B.

Leslie

\Iotcombe Road,

whose
tow1l.
The

Bodle, whose parents live at &
and- O.S. Lawrence,
home is at the East End of the

survivors are Able Seaman Ken

Abel, son of Mr. J. A. Abel, of Church

Street,

and Able Seaman Ticehurst, of

Chalk Farm.
Abel and Bodle were chums and they

joined

up together fifteen months ago.

They bad decided to join the Navy, but
differed as to whether it should be as
seamen or marines. A toss of a coin
determined’ that they should be seamen.

They

trained together and were both

posted to the Cossack, a year ago. On the
famous destroyer they saw plenty of
action and were in at the death of the
Bismarck.

Abel said to the Courier :

“ The loss of

the Cossach was a bad experience. I was
in the water a little while before being
picked up, but had managed to swim to a

raft.

Country men ;
Sussex men with us.

The crew were mostly South
there were some other
We were a happy

crowd. For myself I love destroyer work,
hard as it is, and .prefer it to anything

else.””

‘Abel’s brother John is a prisoner of
war in Italy. He was a member of the
crew of a submarine and was captured
about the time that Ken joined up. Two

other

brothers are serving in the Royal

Artillery in which their father served in
the last war.

THR? EASTBOURNE

CHUMS
Two are Survivors

Of three Eastbourne “chums” |
who joined the Navy about the |
same time and served on;
HM.S. Cossack, two are sur- |
vivors and ohe ig reported |
missing, believed killed. :

The survivors are Able
Seaman Kenneth Abel, aged 21,
son of Mr. J. A. Abel, news-
agent, of Church-street, East-
bourne, who is now home on
leave. He told a Sussex Daily
N;ws reporter yesterday that

A.B. Kenneth
Abel

Seaman

Bodie
Ihe was in the water for 1
hours and clung to g raft'!
before he was picked up. He
was in the Cossack during the
i fight ‘with the Bismarck.

He joined the Navy a year
ago last August, on the day
that his eldest brother, John,
who is also in the Royal Navy,
was reported to be a prisoner
of war in Italy. His two other
brothers are serving in the
Royal Artillery.

The other survivor, with
whom Kenneth came home, is
Ordinary Seaman J: Ticehurst,
who is staying with relatives,
his people having evacuated.

Ordinary Seaman  Leslie
James Bodle, also aged 21,
Wunger son of Mr, and Mrs.
E. A. Bodle, of 8 Motcombe-
lane, was first reported missing
but his parents have since
been officially informed that
he is reported killed. He
joined the Navy with Kenneth
Abel a year last August. He
i attended St. Mary’s School and
afterwards 'St, Saviour’s School |
{and before joining the Navy |
_\nggl{ed for Miller and Selmes, |

Mrs. Bodle told the Suss
. Daily News that they st?ﬁ
entertained hopes that he had
i%egeﬁeplck%% up. Mr. and Mrs.
! Bodle’s other son is %
in the RADMC. sevingy

Leslig

|
|





Bodle. Leslie James. McKinley                          Ordinary Seaman. Able Seaman P/JX 212451 Joined from Collingwood September 1940 (Missing presumed killed 23.10.41) Age 21 (single) Son of Mr and Mrs E.A. Bodle of Eastbourne, Sussex
