	Berthon,
Edward Lyon

Son of Claude Tinné Berthon, and Annie Hayes.
Brother of R.Adm. (E) Charles Pierre Berthon, CBE, RN.
Married Doris Marjorie (?).





	15.09.1894
Demerera, British Guiana
-
23.10.1941
(KIA) [age 47]
[Portsmouth Naval Memorial]
	A/Lt.
?
Lt.
15.09.1916
Lt.Cdr.
15.09.1924
Cdr.
31.12.1929
Capt.
30.06.1937
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DSO
25.11.1941
Operations Style & Substance, Mediterranean
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DSC
22.06.1917
?
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DSC
23.07.1918
*
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MID
16.08.1940
Dunkirk 06.40
* This officer accompanied Lieut.-Cdr. Hardy to look for an Engineer Lieut, and some men who, it was thought, had been left behind. This was done under heavy and accurate fire from 4.1-inch and machine guns.
	15.09.1907
 
 
entered RN
(1917)
HMS Sirius (destroyer)
(1918)
HMS Vindictive (light cruiser)
01.05.1923
-
(08.1923)
HMS Thunderer (battleship) (additional)
27.05.1924
-
(01.)1925
HMS Thunderer (battleship) (Reserve Fleet, Devonport) (additional)
28.03.1925
-
(05.1926)
Commanding Officer, HMS Vicreoy (destroyer) (Mediterranean)
(07.1927)
no appointment listed
01.07.1927
-
(06.)1928
Commanding Officer, HMS Wivern (destroyer) (China)
12.09.1928
-
(08.1929)
Commanding Officer, HMS Wild Swan (destroyer) (Mediterranean)
(04.1930)
no appointment listed
11.08.1930
-
(10.1930)
senior officers' technical course, Portsmouth [HMS Victory]
02.01.1931
-
(06.1933)
Naval Officer-in-Charge, Auckland [HMNZS Philomel (cruiser)]
(01.1934)
no appointment listed
(08.1934)
 
 
no appointment listed
31.08.1934
-
(02.)1936
HMS Crusader (destroyer) (Home Fleet)
21.09.1936
-
(07.1937)
Commanding Officer, HMS Winchester (destroyer) (Portsmouth) & in command of 'Vernon' Flotilla
10.01.1938
-
(02.)1938
senior officers' technical course, Portsmouth [HMS Victory]
12.03.1938
-
(06.)1938
senior officers' war course, RN War College, Greenwich [HMS President]
(08.1938)
no appointment listed
24.09.1938
-
(04.)1940
Captain-in-Charge, Ceylon [HMS Norfolk II, later HMS Gloucester II (RN base, Colombo, Ceylon)]
1940
-
01.06.1940
Commanding Officer, HMS Keith (destroyer) (sunk by German aircraft off Dunkirk)
(02.1941)
no appointment listed
1941
-
23.10.1941
Commanding Officer, HMS Cossack (destroyer) [torpedoed by U-563 in North Atlantic [killed in action]]



Edward Lyon Berthon DSO, DSC, RN

	Born  
	15 Sep 1894
	
	Demerera, British Guiana

	Died  
	23 Oct 1941
	(47) 
	HMS Cossack (F 03)


	
	Ranks
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15 May 1912

Mid.

15 Sep 1914

A/S.Lt.

15 Mar 1915

S.Lt.

15 Sep 1916

Lt.

15 Sep 1924

Lt.Cdr.

31 Dec 1929

Cdr.

30 Jun 1937

Captain




HMS Keith (D 06)

Destroyer of the B class
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HMS Keith before World War Two

	Navy
	The Royal Navy

	Type
	Destroyer

	Class
	B 

	Pennant
	D 06 

	Built by
	Vickers Armstrong (Barrow-in-Furness, U.K.) 

	Ordered
	22 Mar 1929 

	Laid down
	1 Oct 1929 

	Launched
	10 Jul 1930 

	Commissioned
	20 Mar 1931 

	Lost
	1 Jun 1940 

	Loss position
	51.04N, 02.08E

	
	

	History
	On 1 June 1940 HMS Keith (Capt. Edward Lyon Berthon, RN, also Commanding officer of the 19th Destroyer Flotilla) was sunk by German Stuka dive bombers off Dunkirk, France while she was participating in the evacuaton of the British Expeditionary Force from France.
The wreck lies in 23 metres of water in position 51º04'43"N, 02º08'46"E. 

 


Commands listed for HMS Keith (D 06)

	
	Commander
	From
	To

	1
	Capt. Alfred Jerome Lucian Phillips, RN
	31 Jul 1939
	6 Sep 1939

	2
	Cdr. (retired) Henry Thurston Wake Pawsey, OBE, RN
	6 Sep 1939
	15 Feb 1940

	3
	Capt. David James Robert Simson, RN
	15 Feb 1940
	23 May 1940 (+)

	4
	Capt. Edward Lyon Berthon, DSC, RN
	27 May 1940
	1 Jun 1940


Noteable events involving Keith include:

21 Nov 1939
Around 2100 hours the British destroyers HMS Griffin (Lt.Cdr. J. Lee-Barber, RN with Capt. G.E. Creasy, MVO, RN aboard), HMS Gipsy (Lt.Cdr. N.J. Crossley, RN), HMS Keith (Cdr. H.T.W. Pawsey, OBE, RN), HMS Boadicea (Lt.Cdr. G.B. Kingdon, RN) and the Polish destroyer Grom (Lt.Cdr. A. Hulewicz, ORP) were ordered to leave Harwich and establish a patrol in the North Sea. Shortly before that, a German He 59 seaplane dropped two magnetic mines nearby, but there was no time for searching. HMS Gipsy hit one of those mines which tore her into two pieces. Most of the survivors were picked up by HMS Griffin and HMS Keith.

