Alec Kellaway – 100 Years Young on 20 January 2018
(HMS Cossack Association)
Alec enlisted in February 1936. After initial training as a Stoker Second Class he was a member of the ships company which commissioned HMS Hood in September of 1936 serving in her until November 1939 having been rated Stoker First Class. He then returned to RNB Portsmouth until April 1940 whence he joined HMS Cossack, then with Pennant number G03 but later L03.
He served in Cossack for a few days short of a year leaving in April 1941.That year qualified him for Membership of HMS Cossack Association which he joined in 2000 and as having served in L03, automatically became a Life Member. He has been a regular attendee at Reunions and other occasions. The included photograph shows him aged 97 at the dedication of the Cossack Memorial bench at the National Arboretum.
So what happened after Cossack? Well he was no “Barrack Stanchion” and became member of a variety of ships companies including ML’s, Frigates and Destroyers in various theatres from UK East Coast to West Africa, Atlantic, Indian Ocean and Far East. He was finally demobbed in April 1948
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